WINTER DORMANT PRUNING
PETE SAVIOLI
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR

CONTACT US!
According to the supervisor of plant health care at the Chicago Botanic Garden, 90 percent of deciduous pruning can be
done in the winter. “As soon as shrubs go into dormancy,
pruning can begin” he said. From mid-November to midMarch, you can shape and thin your deciduous plants in
preparation for the spring season ahead.
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There are important reasons to prune at this time. It is much
easier to prune plants without leaves since you can easily
see the branching structure. Also, in winter, there is less
chance of transmitting diseases from one plant to another.
Pruning during dormancy also puts less stress on the plant
and cuts heal faster.
Dormant pruning begins with removing diseased, damaged and
dead stems back to healthy wood. All cuts must be angled,
clean cuts just above a bed or collar. A flush cut or jagged cut
will hinder healing and invite disease. Next, you want to shape
the tree or shrub. Remove any crossing or rubbing stems and
any suckers or low lying branches.
Dormant pruning promotes new growth and revitalized the over
all plant health. Any over grown or out of shape trees or shrubs
will benefit from dormant pruning. Overgrown trees and shrubs
can be drastically sized down and shaped during the winter
months. Sizing down large overgrown trees and shrubs allows
the plant use less energy to stay healthy.
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Always have a professional with a vast plant knowledge perform
winter pruning. If pruning is not performed properly it can harm
your plants and possibly even kill them. Corrective pruning will
promote new growth and more blooms on flowering shrubs,
when done properly. There are a lot of different safe pruning
techniques that should be exercised while pruning, no matter
what time of year it is.

Coleen Oehler, not to mention some of the excel-

You can always call H&M Landscaping for a free quote on your
dormant pruning or any other landscape service you may need.

that starts with the people that join into the H&M

lent production team that has also joined the H&M
Family.
As we grow as a company, it is important to continue to improve the customer service culture and
Family. We are always aggressively recruiting and
What a great summer we have had, temperature
wise at least. While the rain has been a little
troublesome from a production standpoint, the
temperatures have been perfect. There’s nothing
like having 80 degree days complimented by 60
degree evenings in the month of July. This reminds me why living in northeastern Ohio is the
best place in the United States to live and raise a
family. While the weather has been changing, so
has H&M Landscaping. We have some great
new additions to the team; Production Manager,
Craig Kackline, Supervisors, Chris Brown, Kevin
McClausand and Pete Savioli, Yard Manager Dan

hiring “THE BEST” in the industry. Still to this day,
I interview all of our management. When a potential candidate asks why is the owner of the company taking the time to interview them, I always say
the most important part of my company is not the
truck, the bobcat or the mower, but it is the people

their expectations exceeded, the first time.
Being a pragmatic person, I understand this
doesn't happen every time. I have always said
that a company’s reputation is not derived from
the good that it does, but is built on how they
handle and correct issues to exceed customers
expectations. At H&M Landscaping this is paramount and we preach this to our team on a daily
basis. I thank each and every one of you, our
loyal customers, for allowing H&M Landscaping
to be the premier landscaping company in
Northeastern Ohio. It starts the moment you
pick up the phone and call our office because
without your calls there would not be an H&M
Landscaping. I feel blessed every day that I am
able to serve all of you and create, maintain and
protect all of your properties.

who work here.
I truly believe the product will manifest into a a
great customer experience. Our goal as a company has always been focused on increasing the
quality of our product ,while improving our customer’s overall experience, which starts with our people. We want each and every customer to have

Mark Mazzurco
Mark Mazzurco, President
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FALL LAWN CARE
ED SMITH
CHEMICAL AND QUALITY CONTROL SUPERVISOR

When it comes to lawn care, people tend to think in
terms of spring and summer. As soon as the weather
turns warm and the grass starts growing, they break out
the spreader, the mower and related gear and get to
work. What they fail to realize is that not only can they
repair summer damage to the lawn in the fall and over
the winter, but that they can actually improve the lawn
so it will be healthier and have fewer weeds in the
spring.

DID YOU KNOW?
NICK TINIK
MAINTENANCE PRODUCTION MANAGER



nox. On this date the day and night are each
about the same length. The term equinox

Terry Mahaffey, September 1st
Anthony Comella, September 3rd
Neil Zelonis, September 3rd
Trey Serafin, September 4th
Dean Cook, September 7th
Jon Webb, September 8th
Brian Franko, September 11th
yler Weil, September 13th
Rebecca Berman, September 14th
Nolan Widing, September 26th
Geronimo Hernandez, September 30th

Emanuel Caban, October 7th
Will Catania, October 7th
Rod Knaus, October 9th
Kevin McClausland, October 13th
Johnnie Jamieson, October 17th
Patrick Sarver, October 17th
Ruben Zarate, October 17th
Weaver, October 18th
Katie Shirring, October 19th
Steve Peterson, October 21st
Miguel Juarez, October 21st
Juan Urbieta, October 25th

Enjoy your day!

Evergreen trees remain green through the winter because
they have waxy leaves which do not freeze



Composting fall leaves is an excellent way to improve yard
and garden soils. Mixing green and brown together is the
basic rule



The distance some birds travel every year when they migrate is really unbelievable. The Artic Tern journeys about
11,000 miles each way for its annual migration; that’s like
going all the way across the United States about three and a
half times!



In order to know which way to go when they fly south, birds
use a variety of techniques such as the position of the sun
or the stars and big landmarks like lakes, rivers, or mountains!

This late-fall winterizing gives your grass everything it needs to prepare for winter. The
roots will absorb and store these vital nutrients. The grass will continue underground root development until the ground freezes solid. Once spring arrives,
the grass plant will quickly tap this stored-up nutrition to stimulate growth and
burst into a vibrant, deep green lawn. In fact, a lawn fed twice in the fall will be
the first to green up in spring. Here are the three most common mistakes
made in fall lawn care are:

“

* They let the grass starve, thereby letting the lawn go into the winter
without the kind of nourishment that can really build up the roots.

Discover the Difference

* They allow tree leaves to smother the grass, robbing the lawn of the
sunlight it needs for photosynthesis.

”

Experience Makes.

* They discontinue mowing. Grass should be mowed until it stops growing. Maintain the same mower height setting throughout the fall; make
sure you don’t scalp the lawn.
If leaves are quite heavy or wet before you mow makes sure you remove
them from the lawn. If they are dry it is fine to mulch them up on the lawn, just
don’t leave them in piles so they won’t smother the lawn.

FALL COLORS

Fall fertilizer has a higher analysis of nitrogen and potassium. These are the
most important nutrients for fall feeding. They work together to nourish the
grass plant during that important root-growth period in fall. The phosphorus is
the lowest, as mature grass plants do not require much phosphorus. When
seeding, you should use a special starter-type fertilizer that is high in phosphorus.

Finally, aerate the lawn if you find that it has more than a half-inch of thatch. H&M lawn
techs can help you determine if your lawn needs aerated. Cut a test plug from your lawn
and measure the brown, dead material that is between the roots and the green growth.
Aerating will help the thatch to decompose and will open the soil to more oxygen. Leave
the plugs on the lawn surface where they can break down. It is one of the most important
turf practices that can be done to your lawn.



March at the start of spring,

At first, a lot of the improvement in your lawn will be dramatic, as you see recovery from
summer damage. But don't stop there. The real improvement comes with the second
feeding in late fall. This second fall feeding helps to lock in the early fall gains in turf vitality and carry them forward into next spring.

Fall is a great time to go after weeds like clover, ground ivy and dandelions.
You will find that come spring your lawn will be virtually free of broadleaf weeds like dandelion. Also, the lawn needs 1 inch of water a week in the fall if the lawn is dry. Use a
rain gauge to determine how much rainfall you are receiving and how long you should
run your sprinklers. It's best to apply a half-inch of water when irrigating to get the water
down deep.

this period so the leaves do not stay green,

comes from the Latin for “equal night”. There
are two equinoxes each year—the other is in

One of the visible signs of fall is the changing color of the
leaves. This happens because photosynthesis stops during

September 22nd is the autumnal (fall) equi-

Feeding is the most important thing you can do for your
lawn this fall. Many people who feed their lawn for the
first time in fall can't believe the difference in their lawn
in the spring.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO OUR H&M
TEAM MEMBERS



Just because summer's gone doesn't mean flowers
don't still have time to shine. Fall is known for its
array of colorful foliage, but flowers can add some vibrant punctuation to the landscape. Annuals like mums and pansies are favorite

CHECK OUT
H&M ONLINE!

standbys as fall flowers, with good reason. They
look great and they can grow almost anywhere in
the country. The best part is, they'll add color long
after summer annuals die back and perennials go

WWW.HMLANDSCAPING.COM
WWW.HMSNOWPROS.COM
AND SEARCH US ON FACEBOOK!

dormant. Call H&M Landscaping for a free
quote on adding fall color to your landscape.

